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1. Theological imagination 



1. Theological imagination 

2. Essential connection 



Intertextuality 
“Intertextuality is the interaction, conscious or unconscious, between 
one communicative message—in various forms of media—and 
others in the world.”

Examples

1) Explicit 
citation 



Intertextuality 

Examples

2)  Implicit 
allusion 



Intertextuality 

Examples

3) Evocative 
contrast or 
revision  

“If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a 
place where all things are possible, who still wonders if the 
dream of our founders is alive in our time, who still questions 
the power of our democracy. Tonight is your answer….It’s the 
answer that led those who’ve been told for so long by so many 
to be cynical and fearful and doubtful about what we can 
achieve to put their hands on the arc of history and bend it 
once more toward the hope of a better day.” 



Intertextuality

Examples

1) Explicit citation 

2) Implicit allusion 

3) Evocative contrast 
or revision  

Rom 3:4: What if some were unfaithful? Will their 
unfaithfulness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no 
means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true, 
as it is written,

“So that you may be justified in your words,
and prevail in your judging.” 

Luke 9:51ff: When the days drew near for him to be 
taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he 
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for 
him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face 
was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James 
and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and 
consume them?" 55 But he turned and rebuked them.  



The biblos geneseōs of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 

Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 

the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, 

and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon 

the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father 

of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of Solomon by 

the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of 

Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and 

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father 

of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and 

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father 

of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 

deportation to Babylon. 12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father 

of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of 

Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the 

father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and 

Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 

Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 

who is called the Messiah. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 

generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and 

from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 

Gen. 12:3:  I will bless 

those who bless you, and 

the one who curses you I 

will curse; and in you all 

the families of the earth 

shall be blessed." 

2 Sam. 7: 2 Sam. 7:12-13: 

When your days are 

fulfilled and you lie down 

with your ancestors, I will 

raise up your offspring 

after you, who shall come 

forth from your body, and I 

will establish his kingdom. 

13 He shall build a house 

for my name, and I will 

establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever.  

Matthew



Mark

1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God.

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way;

3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,’”


